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We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church as we gather for  
this time of worship and reflection on God’s love for the world. 

 

The flowers on the altar today are given by the Altar Guild. 
 

To sponsor altar flowers or coffee hour, 
sign up at stjohnjoliet.org or call the church office. 

 
 
 
 
Worship Leaders – Saturday, October 12, 2024 (5:30 pm) 
Deacon   Steve Volkening 
Usher    Elizabeth Fee 
Piano & Organ   Janet Blomquist 
Music Director   Tori Hicks 
Counters        Wendy Eklund, Pat Block-Hay 
Altar Guild   Karen Becker, Joan Nunemaker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Information 
Pastor Robin Caldwell     robincaldwell@stjohnjoliet.org    630-408-1402 
Pastor Evan Mayhew     evanmayhew@stjohnjoliet.org      262-366-3132 
Tori Hicks       torihicks@stjohnjoliet.org    815-355-3205 
Judy Wierman      operations@stjohnjolilet.org    815-439-2320 
Pam Kornaus      pamkornaus@stjohnjoliet.org    815-439-2320 
Jenelle Lambert      communications@stjohnjoliet.org    815-439-2320 
Jonathan Adams, President   council@stjohnjoliet.org     815-295-4092 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. John Lutheran Church 
2650 Plainfield Road, Joliet, IL 60435  

815-439-2320    contact@stjohnjoliet.org    stjohnjoliet.org 

St. John by the Mall – Joliet, IL 

St. John Lutheran Church, Joliet 
 
 

3 

mailto:robincaldwell@stjohnjoliet.org
mailto:evanmayhew@stjohnjoliet.org
mailto:torihicks@stjohnjoliet.org
mailto:communications@stjohnjoliet.org


 

 

*Indicates Congregation, Please Stand 
 
  

Prelude                                                          
 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 
 

*Confession and Forgiveness 
 
P Blessed be the Divine Giver, 

who created us in their image, 

☩ who bears the cross for us, 

who makes our joy complete. 
C Amen. 
 
P Let us bow before God in humility, 

confessing our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P Gracious God,  
C you shower us with so many blessings, yet we struggle to 

share them with others. You love a cheerful giver, but we worry 
there won’t be enough. All that we have is a gift from you, but 
we expect others to earn it. Forgive us for clutching too tightly 
what has always been yours.  

Give us generous hearts that are joyful in giving extravagantly, 
loving at great risk, and working for justice, that your gifts may 
bless the whole world. Amen. 

P Beloved in Christ, 
God’s grace stretches beyond all understanding. 
God’s generosity is beyond compare. 
In Jesus, God’s abundant life is ours to receive. 

In ☩ Christ, you are already and always forgiven. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 

*Opening Hymn 
 

“Allelluia, Song of Gladness”                                       # 318, Vs. 1-2 
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*Greeting 
P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
 
 

*Kyrie                                                  

 
 
 

 *Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

 
P Let us pray. God of generosity, you take what we have to give, no 

matter how small, and work wonders.  Help us to let go of our fear, 
to give with trust, to let ourselves be a part of your ever flowing 
stream of blessings.  We pray, this in your holy name. 

C Amen. 
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Reading                                                1 Samuel 1:9-11, 19-20 
 
D  A reading from the first book of Samuel, the first chapter. 

Listen for the Word of the Lord. 
C  Our hearts are open. 
 
After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and presented 
herself before the Lord. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside the 
doorpost of the tent of the Lord. She was deeply distressed and prayed to 
the Lord and wept bitterly. She made this vow: “O Lord of hosts, if only you 
will look on the misery of your servant and remember me and not forget your 
servant but will give to your servant a male child, then I will set him before 
you as a nazirite until the day of his death. He shall drink neither wine nor 
intoxicants, and no razor shall touch his head.” 
 
They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the Lord; then they 
went back to their house at Ramah. Elkanah knew his wife Hannah, and the 
Lord remembered her. In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son. She 
named him Samuel, for she said, “I have asked him of the Lord.” 
 
D Word of God, Word of Life! 
C Thanks be to God! 

 
 

 

Responsive Reading                                  1 Samuel 2:1-2, 8a 
D  A responsive reading from the book of First Samuel.  
 Listen for the word of the Lord. 
C  Our hearts are open. 
 

Hannah prayed and said, 
“My heart exults in the Lord; 
    my strength is exalted in my God. 
My mouth derides my enemies 
    because I rejoice in your victory. 
There is no Holy One like the Lord, 
    no one besides you; 
    there is no Rock like our God. 

 

The Lord makes poor and makes rich; 
  he brings low; he also exalts. 

He raises up the poor from the dust; 
  he lifts the needy from the ash heap 

to make them sit with princes 
  and inherit a seat of honor. 
  

D Word of God, Word of Life! 
C Thanks be to God! 
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Baptism (see insert)                                           Luca John La Porte 
Child of Michael & Lauren La Porte 

 

 
 

 

*Gospel                                                                Mark 12:41-44 

P        The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the twelfth chapter. 
C        Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus sat down opposite the treasury and watched the crowd putting money 
into the treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. A poor widow came 
and put in two small copper coins, which are worth a penny. Then he called 
his disciples and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in 
more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. For all of them 
have contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has put 
in everything she had, all she had to live on.” 
 
P   The gospel of our Lord. 
C   Praise to you O Christ. 
 

 
 
Children’s Sermon                                             
  
 
 

Sermon                                                           Pastor Evan Mayhew 

               
 

   
 

*Hymn of the Day  
“Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service”                       # 712, Vs. 1-2 
 
 
 
 

Mission Moment                                                      Nicole Adams                                             
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Prayers of the Church   

Your prayer requests may be spoken when invited during 
 today’s prayers, by filling out a green prayer request card in your pew 

 or filling out the Prayer Request form at stjohnjoliet.org. 
 
P  Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with 

confidence for the church, God’s good creation, and all who are in 
need. 

 
 
Congregation sings this response: 
 
“Christ, Our Peace”            
Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950. Music: Marty Haugen. Text and music © 2007 GIA Publications, Inc. 
 Reprinted & Streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved.  

                
Christ Our Peace 
You break down the walls that divide us.  
Christ Our Peace 
Come make us one body in You. 
 

The prayers conclude: 
P We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name 

of your beloved child, Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
C Amen. 

 
 
 
 

*Sharing the Peace  
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

 

You may share the peace of Christ with others. 
Those who choose to stay in their pew may wave or give signs of peace.  

 

 
 
 
Offertory                                                 
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Commitment to Community 
A Spirit of Sharing 

 
It feels good to give back and to “pay it forward!”  

 

Your generosity toward the ministries of St. John serve God, 
 help our neighbors right here, bring aid to people in need across the 

country, and strengthen partnerships around the world. 
 

Your gift of money and gift of presence are lifted up to God when you place 
your attendance sheet and financial gifts in the offering plate or support the 

mission through online giving. Thank you! 
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Offertory Response                                                             # 465 
    

“As the Grains of Wheat” 
Text: Diadache, 2nd Cent. Marty Haugen, b. 1950. Music: As The Grains, Marty Haugen. 

Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 

 

Refrain    As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill  
  were gathered into one to become our bread; 

  So may all your people from all the ends of earth  
  be gathered into one in you. 
 

Verse As this cup of blessing is shared within our midst,  
  May we share the presence of your love.  Refrain 
 

 

*Offertory Prayer 

D   Let us pray.   
C God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring 

your gifts to the table, that all might be fed. In the name of your 
Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 
 

*Great Thanksgiving  
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P   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs 
of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 
 

*Holy 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

*Words of Institution 
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*The Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

 

*Invitation to Communion 

P Jesus welcomes you to this table.  
Your God is here and ready for you. 

C   Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 

Distribution 
 

We believe in the true presence of Jesus Christ in this meal  
and at this table. Everyone is welcome to receive communion,  

who have palms open or receive a blessing by request.  

Receiving Communion at the altar 
● You will be invited forward by the usher. 
● Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. Inform the pastor 

when receiving communion.   
● Red wine is on the outer rings of the tray; white grape juice is on 

the inner rings of the tray. 
● After receiving communion, place the used communion cup in the 

basket, and return to your pew via the side aisle. 
● If you prefer to receive communion in your pew, communion pods 

are available at the entrances to the sanctuary. The pastor will 
say the words of distribution atter the Invitation to Communion. 
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Lamb of God 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Communion Music  
 

“I Come with Joy”                                                     # 482, Vs. 1-3 
 

“You Satisfy the Hungry Heart”                                  # 484, Vs. 1-3 

 
 
 
 

 

*Prayer after Communion  
D  Let us pray. O God, we have feasted at your table. Strengthened by 

this food, send us to gather the world to your banquet, where none 
are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13 



 

 
 

*Benediction  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

*Sending Song                                                 # 543, Vs. 1 & 3 
 

“Go, My Children, with My Blessing” 
Text by: Jaroslav J. Vajda. Music by: Welsh Traditional: arr. Ralph vaughan williams. Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House.  

Arr. © Oxford University Press.Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 
 
 

Verse 1 “Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. 
 Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 
 In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever. 
 Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.” 
 
Verse 3  “Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me. 
  Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 

Here my Spirit’s power filled you, here my tender comfort 
stilled you. 

  Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.” 
 

 
 
*Sending 
D       Go in peace! Serve the Lord! 
C       Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 

Postlude                                               
 
 
 
 
 
All St. John Lutheran Church services may contain liturgy and songs with permission from the following:  Sundays and 
Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SAS006677. Kyrie, Hymn of Praise, Gospel Acclamation, Lamb of God, Holy, and Amen from Now 
the Feast and Celebration. Text & Tune by: Marty Haugen. © 1990 GIA Publications. Reprinted & streamed with permission 
under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. Words adapted from Let All Things Now living: A Worship & Preaching 
Resource for Season of Creation Year A. Published by Northern Illinois Synod (ELCA) Creation Care Committee. 
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