
 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 
We welcome you to St. John Lutheran Church as we gather for  
this time of worship and reflection on God’s love for the world. 

 

The flowers on the altar today are given by Cristine and Dan Trolia  
in celebration of Cristine’s birthday; and by 

Steve & Monica Engel in honor of Meghan and Rob Doyle’s anniversary. 
 

Thank you to Cristine & Dan Trolia for Coffee Hour. 
 

To sponsor altar flowers or coffee hour, 
sign up at stjohnjoliet.org or call the church office. 

 

 
 
Worship Leaders – Sunday, October 6, 2024 (8:30 am) 
Deacon   Michelle Covert 
Communion Assistant  Linda Koerner 
Acolytes   Addison Specht, Rosalie Stateman 
Greeter    La Porte Family 
Ushers    Ron Crabb, Doug Koerner 
Piano & Organ   Janet Blomquist 
Music Director   Tori Hicks 
Audio Board   Rob Doyle 
Livestream Team  Rob Kornaus, Frank Norem 
Counters        Jan Drish, Nancy Kautz 
Altar Guild   Joan Fry, Sharon Sullivan 

 

 

 

 

Contact Information 
Pastor Robin Caldwell     robincaldwell@stjohnjoliet.org    630-408-1402 
Pastor Evan Mayhew     evanmayhew@stjohnjoliet.org      262-366-3132 
Tori Hicks       torihicks@stjohnjoliet.org    815-355-3205 
Judy Wierman      operations@stjohnjolilet.org    815-439-2320 
Pam Kornaus      pamkornaus@stjohnjoliet.org    815-439-2320 
Jenelle Lambert      communications@stjohnjoliet.org    815-439-2320 
Jonathan Adams, President   council@stjohnjoliet.org     815-295-4092 

 
 
 
 

St. John Lutheran Church 
2650 Plainfield Road, Joliet, IL 60435  
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St. John by the Mall – Joliet, IL 
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*Indicates Congregation, Please Stand 
 
  

Prelude              No. 1. ‘Ach Gott, thu dich erbarmen’                   Walther                                         
 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 
 

*Confession and Forgiveness 
 
 
P Blessed be the Divine Giver, 

who created us in their image, 

☩ who bears the cross for us, 

who makes our joy complete. 
C Amen. 
 
P Let us bow before God in humility, 

confessing our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P Gracious God,  
C you shower us with so many blessings, yet we struggle to 

share them with others. You love a cheerful giver, but we worry 
there won’t be enough. All that we have is a gift from you, but 
we expect others to earn it. Forgive us for clutching too tightly 
what has always been yours.  

Give us generous hearts that are joyful in giving extravagantly, 
loving at great risk, and working for justice, that your gifts may 
bless the whole world. Amen. 

P Beloved in Christ, 
God’s grace stretches beyond all understanding. 
God’s generosity is beyond compare. 
In Jesus, God’s abundant life is ours to receive. 

In ☩ Christ, you are already and always forgiven. 

C Amen. 
 
 

*Opening Hymn 
 

“My Hope is Built on Nothing Less”                               # 597, Vs. 1-4 
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*Greeting 
P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 

*Kyrie                                                 
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*Hymn of Praise 
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*Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

  
P Let us pray. Holy God, Jesus promised us treasure in heaven that 

cannot be destroyed or ever taken away. Take away our worry 
about making ends meet, so that we invest in the good things that 
are eternal and our hearts may be full. In the name of Jesus Christ 
and his devoted Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
 
 
Reading                                                              Exodus 32:1-4 
 
D  A reading from the book of Exodus, the 32nd chapter. 

Listen for the Word of the Lord. 
C  Our hearts are open. 
 
When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, 
the people gathered around Aaron and said to him, “Come, make gods for 
us, who shall go before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us up 
out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.” Aaron 
said to them, “Take off the gold rings that are on the ears of your wives, your 
sons, and your daughters and bring them to me.” So all the people took off 
the gold rings from their ears and brought them to Aaron. He took these 
from them, formed them in a mold, and cast an image of a calf, and they 
said, “These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of 
Egypt!” 
 
D Word of God, Word of Life! 
C Thanks be to God! 

 
 
 

 
Special Music              “Be Thou My Vision”                             arr. Cota                            

Handbell Ensemble 
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Responsive Reading                                          Psalm 135:1-4 
D  A responsive reading from the book of Psalms.  
 Listen for the word of the Lord. 
C  Our hearts are open. 
   

Praise the LORD! 
    Praise the name of the LORD; 
    give praise, O servants of the LORD,  
you who stand in the house of the LORD, 
    in the courts of the house of our God. 

  
Praise the LORD, for the LORD is good; 
    sing to his name, for he is gracious.  
For the LORD has chosen Jacob for himself, 
    Israel as his own possession. 

 

D Word of God, Word of Life! 
C Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 

*Gospel Acclamation   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Gospel                                              Matthew 6:19-21, 24 (NIV) 

P        The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the sixth chapter. 
C        Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus said, “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths 
and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, 
and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also.’ 
 

“No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the 
other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot 
serve both God and money.’ 
 

P   The gospel of our Lord. 
C   Praise to you O Christ. 
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Children’s Sermon                                             
  
 
 

Sermon                                                      Pastor Robin E. Caldwell 

You Have Heard It Said: 
Where Your Treasure Is, There Your Heart Will Be Also 

               
 
 

    

*Hymn of the Day  
“Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer”                              # 618, Vs. 1-3 
 
 
 

Mission Moment                                                        Tim Caldwell                                             
 
 
 

Prayers of the Church   
Your prayer requests may be spoken when invited during 

 today’s prayers, by filling out a green prayer request card in your pew 
 or filling out the Prayer Request form at stjohnjoliet.org. 

 
P  Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with 

confidence for the church, God’s good creation, and all who are in 
need. 

 
Congregation sings this response: 
 
“Christ, Our Peace”            
Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950. Music: Marty Haugen. Text and music © 2007 GIA Publications, Inc. 
 Reprinted & Streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved.  

                
Christ Our Peace 
You break down the walls that divide us.  
Christ Our Peace 
Come make us one body in You. 
 

The prayers conclude: 
P We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name 

of your beloved child, Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
C Amen. 
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*Sharing the Peace  
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

 

You may share the peace of Christ with others. 
Those who choose to stay in their pew may wave or give signs of peace.  

 

 
Offertory                            “Day by Day”                                 arr. Curry                                  
                                 
 

Commitment to Community 
A Spirit of Sharing 

 
It feels good to give back and to “pay it forward!”  

 

Your generosity toward the ministries of St. John serve God, 
 help our neighbors right here, bring aid to people in need across the 

country, and strengthen partnerships around the world. 
 

Your gift of money and gift of presence are lifted up to God when you place 
your attendance sheet and financial gifts in the offering plate or support the 

mission through online giving. Thank you! 
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Offertory Response                                                             # 691 
    

“Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring”  
Text: Beth Bergeron Folkemer, b. 1957; Music: English folk tune; arr. Alice Parker, b. 1825; Text © 1990 Augsburg Fortress; Arr. © 1995 Augsburg 

Fortress. Reprinted & streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 

 
Verse 1 Accept, O Lord, the gifts we bring to place upon your table. 
 We do not worship as we ought but only as we’re able. 
 
Verse 2 The vines were planted, seeds were sown. They grew in your 

good pleasure. 
 What once was common, daily food becomes a holy treasure. 
 
Verse 3 Our hopes and dreams, our toils and cares we lift in prayer before 

you. 
 Lord, by your grace now come to us, as humbly we adore you. 

 
 
 
*Offertory Prayer 

D   Let us pray.   
C God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring 

your gifts to the table, that all might be fed. In the name of your 
Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 
 
 

*Great Thanksgiving (sung) 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

P   It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and 
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs 
of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*Holy 

 
 
 

*Words of Institution 
 

 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

 

*Invitation to Communion 

P Jesus welcomes you to this table.  
Your God is here and ready for you. 

C   Thanks be to God! 
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Distribution 
 

We believe in the true presence of Jesus Christ in this meal  
and at this table. Everyone is welcome to receive communion,  

who have palms open or receive a blessing by request.  

Receiving Communion at the altar 
● You will be invited forward by the usher. 
● Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. Inform the pastor 

when receiving communion.   
● Red wine is on the outer rings of the tray; white grape juice is on 

the inner rings of the tray. 
● After receiving communion, place the used communion cup in the 

basket, and return to your pew via the side aisle. 
● If you prefer to receive communion in your pew, communion pods 

are available at the entrances to the sanctuary. The pastor will 
say the words of distribution atter the Invitation to Communion. 

 
 
 

 
 

Lamb of God 
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Communion Music  
 

“What Feast of Love”                                                # 487, Vs. 1-3 
 

“Bread of Life, Our Host and Meal”                             # 464, Vs. 1-4 

 
 
 

*Blessing  
C          Amen. 

 
 

*Prayer after Communion  
D  Let us pray. O God, we have feasted at your table. Strengthened by 

this food, send us to gather the world to your banquet, where none 
are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 

*Benediction   
C        Sing AMEN. AMEN. AMEN. 
 
 
 
 

*Sending Song                                                 # 674, Vs. 1 & 3 
 

“Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” 
Text:  Fred Kaan, b. 1929; Music: Jamaican Folk Tune; adapt. Doreen Potter, 1925-1980; Text & Music © 1975 Hope Publishing Company 

Reprinted & Streamed with permission under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. 
 

Verse 1 Let us talents and tongues employ, 
 Reaching out with a shout of joy: 
 Bread is broken, the wine is poured, 
 Christ is spoken and seen and heard. 
 
Refrain Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 
 Pass the Word around: loaves abound!    Repeat 

                                                        
Verse 3 Jesus calls us in, sends us out 
 Bearing fruit in a world of doubt, 
 Gives us love to tell, bread to share: 
 God, Immanuel, everywhere! 
 
Repeat Refrain Twice 
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*Sending 
D       Go in peace! Serve the Lord! 
C       Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 

Postlude              “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” (reprise)                                    

 
 
 
All St. John Lutheran Church services may contain liturgy and songs with permission from the following:  Sundays and 
Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SAS006677. Kyrie, Hymn of Praise, Gospel Acclamation, Lamb of God, Holy, and Amen from Now 
the Feast and Celebration. Text & Tune by: Marty Haugen. © 1990 GIA Publications. Reprinted & streamed with permission 
under OneLicense #A-712815. All Rights Reserved. Words adapted from Let All Things Now living: A Worship & Preaching 
Resource for Season of Creation Year A. Published by Northern Illinois Synod (ELCA) Creation Care Committee. 
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